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| A deaf-user frié}!dly
University

0 March 5th, staff from actoss the

‘University attended the annual Disabilities
Equal Opportunitics Lunchtime Workshop,
“Making the University a deaf-user-friendly
place’. The workshop was led by Laraine Callow
from Deafworks, hersclf deaf, who is 8 leading
trainer and consultant on deaf issues. Staff were
joined by members of the Deaf Srudents Group
who came glong 1o give their perspective of being.
hearing impaired students at the University,

Stafflooked at how 10 communicate effectively
with deaf people in lectures, seminars, libraries
and across receprion desks. The deaf students éx-
plained how notctakers helped them to get the
most out of their lectures, Laraine cxplained how
to work with a Sign Languagc interpreter and
how to talk to someone who is lip reading. Alds to
communication ~ hearing aids, loops, radio aids
and minicom phones - were also explained. A
video clip showed how hearing aids don’t make a
hard of hearing person into someone who can
hear perfectly, particularly in noisy environments,
and that social situations can often be confusing
and isolating fot deaf people who lip read.

The participants identified a range of strategics
for making the University & more user-friendly
place for deaf people. All participants will be sent
a report, but any other staff or students who are
interested can ask for & summary from Carolinc
Davies, Disabilities Coordinator (ext 2894, e-mail
c.davies@unl.ac.uk).

Deaf Students Group

All deaf and heering
impaired students are
Invited to attend the
monthly meetingt of
the Deof Students
Group. The group is
facilitated by Laraine
Callow from
Deafworks and the
next two meetings
(details below) will be
run jalntly with
Student Services staff.

Weds 19th March:
‘Being assertive’

Weds 16th April:
“CVs, interviews and
your career’

The group meets in
Study Room 3 in the
Learning Centre, 2.30-
400 pm.
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