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H aving recently been made redundant,
and with little chance of being
employed in industry again, | have been
advised to consider further training.

| am a hearing impaired graduate of
the Open University, with a degree
structure in maths, science and technolo-
gy, who side-stepped once to do “Issues
in Deafness”. In my youth there was the
chance to become a technical teacher
for deaf people but | didn’t take it up and
now, at my age, | don’t believe that
teaching is a viable option.

| have taken basic Sign Supported
English at night school, but since there is
no active association with the Deaf, this
training lies dormant. | would like to
work with deaf people - perhaps as a
communicator - but | really don’t know
‘what’s out there’ in terms of courses,
duration and fees.

@ Are you able to take advantage of yvour
firm's ‘outplacement’ facilities as part of
the redundancy package? Often they are
not offered to deaf emplovees as the firm
can feel they have nothing to offer, so do
ask. The time can then be used to
research “what is out there”. You can, of
course, do this from home and I strongly
suggest you research widelv and see as
many people as possible.

Ask yourself: do I want to work in
education? social services” the chariry
field (the voluntary sector)” You can then
look at the jobs available in each and
match these to your skills. For example,
in further education you could be a le
turer in technology or a support tutor (a
communicator may be more difficult as
vou need to be able to hear well enough

to transcribe lectures). Investigate whai

on personal problems

is happening in your local social ser-
vices. Are there vacancies for social work
assistants, technical officers, outreach
workers for hard of hearing people etc?

Go and see as many people as you can
so that you begin to see a wider picture
of what is out there in terms of jobs,
training, costs etc and also what you can
usefully offer. Good luck!

&E s s ssaasessas9seo908 e s

My friend and |, both in our mid-20s,
belong to a deaf club. Recently, my friend
started going out with this nice, hand-
some man. But at a party, he made a
pass at me while my friend was out of
the room. | ignored him for the rest of
the night but since then, he gives me
looks and keeps cornering me. | tell him
this would hurt my friend but he doesn’t
seem to care. | am worried to tell her in
case she thinks I've encouraged him, or
she may think I'm jealous and causing
trouble. | want her to know what he’s
like but without causing a stir!

= Auricky one! Your lovalty is obviously
to vour friend. However, we often don't
believe things people tell us because we
don’t want to know. Try a lighthearted
approach with her, saving: * Your new
bovfriend scems to be friendly with a lot
of the girls here.” (or something similar)
and leave it at that. She needs to decide
whether to ‘listen” to vou or not.

With him, however, take a more brutal
approach (this is difficult if we feel flat-
tered by the attention, which is why
creeps like him get avway with it), saving
vou are absolutely not interested and are
very disappointed in his treatment of
vour best friend. Show that vou are irri-
tated by his antics (rather than bored, as
men like this are often more interested in
‘the thrill of the chase’) and make sure

you are not caught in a situation where
vou are by vourself with him. In the
meantime, how'’s your love life?
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Since | was widowed five years ago, |
have been caring for my elderly father
(now 84-years-old) practically full-time.
He has been getting progressively deaf
for the past ten years and now says he’s
beyond hearing aid help. He is also dia-
betic and has heart problems. | live fairly
close by but I'm now feeling it would be
easier to move in with him - otherwise |
worry when | go home in the evenings.
But friends tell me I'd be giving up my
own life and that | should get outside
help. Is this possible? Also, I've been told
there is a Carers’ Association that could
arrange an allowance and some ‘time off’
for me - but would this affect my old age
pension? Any advice you could give me
would be appreciated.

& There is now more assistance and
advice for carers, so enlist the help of
vour local librarian and Citizens Advice
Bureau for information on benefits and
other support. Social Services provision
varies dramatically in each area so do
check with the local social worker for
elderly people and see if your father is
eligible for assessment and support.

The second question is more about
vourself. If you feel you want your father
to move in with you, then discuss this
with the people I've mentioned - they will
enable you to weigh up the pros and
cons. What does your father want?
Maybe he wants his independence too?
Maybe he'd rather move into a nursing
home nearby? But before you do any-
thing, do check out the financial implica-
tions of selling up and combining homes
as there can be financial penalties, so
talk to your solicitor first.

See Hear! magazine has a specially pre-
pared factsheet with advice on handling
personal problems. For a copy, please send
an SAE to:

See Hear! RNID, 19-23 Featherstone
Street, London ECIY 8SL.

Do let us know if you want information on
particular problems that are worrying you
- please keep those letters pouring in!
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